
NC Synod Council meeting, March 20-21, 2020—Summary of actions 

 

The NC Synod Council gathered March 20-21, 2020 via Zoom. 

The council approved the following: 

• To recommend that churches have no gatherings of more than ten (10) persons; to extend that 

recommendation through May 12, 2020; to cancel the Synod Gathering scheduled for May; to seek 

opportunities to gather as a synod in the fall of 2020; and to make a final decision on such gathering at 

the council’s May 29 meeting. 

• To deny the disaffiliation of New Hope, Kannapolis. 

• To enter into an agreement for a two-year term with Gronlund Sayther Brunkow Fundraising (GSB) to 

provide development and consulting services to assist and support the Regional Gift Planner in the NC 

Synod to solicit and close planned giving donations from individuals directed to the benefit of the NC 

Synod through increases to the Synod Endowment Fund. 

• To add Davin Henrik to The Mission Fund Board of Directors. 

• To ratify Hal Derrick, White Iddings, Richard Turner, and Jonathan Webster as elected Board Members 

of the Home Mission Foundation (HMF) and North Carolina Lutheran Men in Mission (NCLMM) for a 3-

year term expiring in 2023. 

• To approve the request of the Board of Directors of the HMF and NCLMM to approve a loan of 

$154,800.00 to Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Fairview, NC, for loan consolidation and a new roof. 

• Terri Blake, treasurer, pointed out that for the 2019 fiscal year, although giving was short of budget by 

$115,763, expenses exceeded income by approximately $25,000. 

• Changes for rostered ministers in term calls, those on leave from call, those retiring, and other issues 

related to calls. 

 

In addition to staff and officer reports, the following information was received: 

• The Rev. Emily Hartner made a report regarding the recent meetings of ELCA Church Council in 

November 2019 and March 2020. 

• Bishop Smith offered a brief discussion of his recent sabbatical and recommended that council members 

refer to ELCA coronavirus reference materials, especially the document ‘Worship During a Pandemic.’ 

• Pastor Tonnesen highlighted the death of the synod’s oldest pastor, the Rev. Luther Knauff, on February 

11, 2020. 

• Pastor Ilderton reported that, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, candidate interviews will be postponed to 

a later date. Boundary Training and classes for the Lay Preaching Certification will be held online. Pastor 

Ilderton also reported that, beginning in 2021, assignment of candidates will default to the candidate’s 

home synod. 

• Catherine Fink highlighted that synod staff will be recording worship that will be shared online for 

congregations that wish to use it. Additionally, live worship via Zoom will take place on Sundays at 10 

a.m. which will allow folks without internet to call in to hear worship. 



• Pastor Kosanovich DeNise noted that food pantries are extremely busy meeting increased demand due 

to COVID-19. Several homeless shelters across the state are closing due to the pandemic. The shower 

unit at The Dwelling, Winston-Salem, is going online in April. 

 

The next council meeting will be May 29-30, 2020, likely via Zoom. 

 

NC Synod Council meeting, March 31, 2020—Summary of actions 

The NC Synod Council held a called meeting March 31, 2020 via Zoom. 

The council approved the following: 

• To authorize distribution of up to $765,000 from NC Synod funds to congregations, rostered ministers, 

agencies and institutions of the NC Synod to support them in carrying out their ministries during the 

period of suspended services and activities and other restrictions related to the Coronavirus pandemic 

by assisting with cash-flow challenges. 

• To extend a 2-year term call to German Santana to serve at Arbol de Vida, Durham, pending 

administrative assignment by the ELCA Conference of Bishops. 

 

NC Synod Council meeting, May 2, 2020—Summary of actions 

The NC Synod Council held a called meeting May 2, 2020 via Zoom. 

The council approved the following: 

• To extend synod council’s previous recommendations (regarding no gatherings of more than 10 persons 

in congregations) through May 31, 2020. 

• To form a ‘Re-Gathering Task Force’ to be made up of rostered ministers, lay leaders, and synod staff. 

• A motion was made and seconded to recommend that congregations follow their respective 

Constitution and Bylaws as closely as is possible and adhere to current synodical and churchwide 

guidelines and state and local directives relative to “Stay Home and Stay Safe” orders. If those directives 

prevent congregations from adhering to deadlines specified in congregational constitutions and bylaws 

regarding 1) the election of officers of the congregation or 2) the election of members to the 

congregation council or 3) specific congregational meetings, the NC Synod Council recommends that 

congregations grant themselves some “pandemic grace” with regard to those deadlines. In these cases, 

individual congregation councils should take action(s) to extend the terms of current officers and/or 

congregation council members until such time as a duly-called congregational election can be held. 

Specified congregational meetings that have been postponed should be re-scheduled to such a date and 

time that would meet state and local directives while, at the same time, adhering to stated 

requirements for notice and quorum for such meetings. 

 


